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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Smallpox at Hooniah, Alaska. 

Sitka, Alaska, January 29, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit to you the following information in 
regard to smallpox at Hooniah, Alaska : 

Upon the arrival of the U. S. S. Bush at Hooniah, December 8, 1901, 3 
cases of smallpox were discovered among the natives. The following day, 
I, acting upon the authority of Captain Kilgore, went ashore with 2 assist- 
ants and commenced on the work of the disinfection of the village. The 
smallpox patients were first isolated and a rigid quarantine established. 
In the preliminary cleaning of the houses, premises, and streets, we were 
ably assisted by a large force of natives. On the second day of the 
work, 2 more cases developed. These were disposed of as were the first 
cases. 

Daring our four days' stay there we thoroughly cleansed the village, 
fumigated the houses (38 in number), with their contents and the cloth- 
ing of their occupants ; disinfected the persons of all the natives with 
bichloride of mercury (1-500), and vaccinated all natives who showed no 
evidence of having had smallpox, 140 in all. Before leaving the village, 
I placed in competent hands 225 vaccine tubes, one half barrel of sul- 
phur, 3 gallons of alcohol, and 1 pound of bichloride of mercury, with 
directions as to their use upon incoming natives and their dwellings. 

For all this material, as well as that used in the work of disinfection, 
we are indebted to the U. S. Marine-Hospital Service through Asst. 
Surg. M. H. Foster, U. S. Marine-Hospital Service, Port Townsend, 
Wash.; Acting Assistant Surgeon Leonhardt, Juneau, and Acting 
Assistant Surgeon Koosher, Sitka. Before going on board ship.Captain 
Kilgore appointed 4 marshals for the enforcement of quarantine rules. 

I have been informed to-day by Acting Assistant Surgeon Leonhardt 
that shortly after this vessel left Hooniah 3 more cases developed. All 
are now being cared for by a physician from Juneau. 

I will add that during the various cruises of the Bush throughout 
southeastern Alaska, in the summer season of 1901, facilities were 
afforded me so that I was enabled to vaccinate nearly 1,400 natives. 
Eespectfully, • Chas. H. Mulroney, 

Surgeon, U. 8. B. G. 8. 

A few cases of smallpox at Portland and Durham, Me. 

Portland, Me., February 15, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that 2 cases of smallpox were found 
in this city on the 14th instant. On the authority of President Smith, 
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